
 
 

 

May 2020 

 

Dear families 

 

Important information regarding the proposed, partial opening of schools from 1st June. 

  

Firstly, please be aware that Key worker provision at Shireland Technology Primary will be closed 

completely for the half term holiday, which is the week beginning 25th May to continue preparations 

to reopen in June.  

 

As you will be aware, on 10th May, the COVID-19 recovery strategy was published by the Government.  

This strategy indicates a possible, partial re-opening of schools in June 2020 for Foundation Stage, Year 

1 and Year 6 pupils. It is important to stress that these plans and proposals may only be implemented if, 

and only if, all the Government targets are met and that it is deemed safe to do so.  The wider opening of 

schools comes in addition to the current and on-going daily school provision for the children of critical/key 

workers and vulnerable children.  

  

We understand that this may present parents with a potentially difficult decision to be made in relation to 

your own personal and family circumstances and views on the situation – a mixture of excitement, relief 

and significant concern about the safety of your child, to mention but a few of the many emotions we are 

all feeling at this difficult time.  Therefore, it remains the choice of the parent or carer of each of our children 

to decide whether to attend school or not. 

 

If your child is clinically extremely vulnerable, or living with someone who is in this group, they should not 

come back to school and should continue home learning.  If your child is clinically vulnerable (but not 

clinically extremely vulnerable), you should follow medical advice to decide if they should come back to 

school.  Please refer to government guidance for further details of these groups.  

 

Parents should be aware that the Government is only advising you to send your child to school.  It is not 

compulsory at this time for your child to attend school and whilst the register will be taken, parents will not 

be fined for choosing not to send their child to school during this time of wider school opening.  Please be 

aware that provision for key worker and vulnerable children will continue and Home Learning provision will 

also continue for all children who are not attending school via Class Dojo. 

 

As we are sure you will understand, planning for the reopening of our schools to certain year groups has 

been an enormous challenge. Managing any risk for our youngest children and the staff who work with 

them is something we take very seriously.  

 

All decisions we have made have been a result of clear risk assessments and guidance from both the DfE 

and Sandwell Local Authority. We have recently shared letters with you on Class Dojo , PrentPay and 



 

email from both Sir Mark Grundy our CEO and Sandwell that explain this process and answer many 

frequently asked questions.  

 

We are now able to share with you our plans for opening school in a way that we can fulfil all necessary 

precautions and safety requirements for pupils and staff.  

 

In order to help parents and children to understand what our school provision will look like when children 

return in June, we have outlined some of the changes and measures we intend to put in place. The social 

distancing measures, which the Government have relaxed for the school environment, I am sure you can 

imagine, present a significant challenge for us all and especially our youngest children and cannot be 

guaranteed in these circumstances. 

 

 We also have a much smaller staff group on site as some staff are shielding as they are in the extremely 

clinically vulnerable or clinically vulnerable groups themselves, therefore your child may not be with their 

normal class teacher or support staff. 

 

On Monday 8th June we will open Tameside for our keyworker children in Nursery, Reception and Year 

1 with any places being offered to those who have requested a place. Attendance of year 6 pupils will be 

evaluated during the term, and parents will be updated. A table below illustrates our opening plan: 

 

Week Year groups in school Year groups learning at 

home

   

Monday 8th June to Friday 12th 

June 

Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and 

vulnerable/keyworker children only. 

Year 2, Year 3, Year 4, 

Year 5 and Year 6  

Monday 15th June to Friday 19th 

June  

Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and 

vulnerable/keyworker children only

  

Year 2, Year 3, Year 4, 

Year 5 and Year 6 

Monday 22nd June to Friday 26th 

June  

Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and 

vulnerable/keyworker children only. 

Year 2, Year 3, Year 4, 

Year 5 and Year 6 

Monday 29th  June to Friday 3rd 

July  

Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and 

vulnerable/keyworker children only. 

Year 2, Year 3, Year 4, 

Year 5 and Year 6  

 

DROP OFF AND COLLECTION 

The start and end of the day will also be different and will be staggered to ensure social distancing 

guidelines can be followed. 

There will be one groups for each year and your child will be placed in it. These will not be the same as 

their usual class.  

Key worker group will arrive at 8.30  outside Year 5 block and leave at 3.00 from the same door. 

Reception will arrive at 8.45 outside the Reception door and leave at 3.15 from the same door 

Year 1 will arrive at 9.00 outside the Year 1 door and leave at 3.30 from the same door  

Nursery will arrive at 9.15 outside the Nursery dismissal door and leave at 11.30 from the same door 

There will be NO breakfast or after school club operating due to limited staffing. 

 

Each group has been given a set time to drop off and collection time each day which must be adhered to 

so we can ensure effective social distancing and safety. Gates on the Walton Road entrance only will be 



 

used with one gate for entrance and another gate for exit. These will be clearly signed This must be 

adhered to again, to uphold effective social distancing.  

Pupils can be brought into their designated drop of area by one adult only where they will be greeted by 

a member of staff.  They will be required to wash their hands and staff will complete temperature checks 

before admitting children into school. If the temperature is above the norm then children will not be allowed 

into school and will need to be taken home. 

For both entry and collection arrangements we ask for just one adult and that everyone uses the signage 

and markings to support with remaining 2 metres apart.  

As we have to prioritise keyworker children and with such work involved in ensuring the safety of each 

pupil, we will require a commitment to punctuality and attendance from anyone who requests a place. 

  

SUMMARY OF CHANGES AND SAFTEY MEASURES 

As well as these staggered timings below is a summary of how schools are advised to implement safe 

measures in a school environment and the changes we will be making. 

• Children will be organised in to smaller ‘new class groups’ of no more than 10 children.  Your 

child will stay with their group throughout each day for all learning activities and break/lunch times 

and will keep 2m apart from the other group.   

• A member of teaching or teaching support staff will be assigned to each ‘new class group’. This 

means that your child may not be in their ‘new class group’ with their current class teacher or 

support staff.   

• Each ‘new class group’ will be assigned to a suitable classroom.  Classrooms will look and feel 

very different, with limited access to resources (those that are difficult to keep clean) and as far 

as possible, tables will be spaced 2m apart.    

• We will make our best endeavours to provide a carefully planned, albeit reduced inclusive 

curriculum for all our children, including an emphasis on well-being, physical education and 

outdoor learning opportunities in line with social distancing guidance.  

• All children and staff will follow the hand hygiene and respiratory practice guidelines – 

Government is not advising the wearing of masks for children or staff at this time.  In the event of 

a child or member of staff becoming unwell and COVID-19 is suspected, PPE will be used. 

Frequent and diligent cleaning of the school environment and equipment will be carried out daily.  

• Break and lunch time for class groups will be staggered to minimise social contact and 

transmission in different playgrounds around the site.  

• All first aid and safeguarding practices will be in place.  Any child becoming unwell will be isolated 

and families contacted to come and collect them ASAP. 

• If you need to speak to anyone in the school office, it must be by pre-arranged appointment only.  

WELL-BEING 

Many questions we have received related to the well-being of children. This has always been a priority for 

us. As you are aware, we have been sharing many well-being activities on Class Dojo. Those will continue 

for children in school as well as those at home.  

Pupils who do attend will have all the new rules, expectations and routines explained clearly and there will 

be increased opportunities for personal, social and emotional activities throughout the day.  

You can also play a big role in this by preparing your child. Talk to them about what they can expect 

including the temperature check, social distancing, different rooms and staying in their groups. They may 

not be with their class teacher and we cannot guarantee friendship groups, but rest assured all adults will 

be familiar and happy to see them.  



 

Whilst we accept this is not ideal, we feel as though we have found a way forwards to enabling more 

children to return to school. We will, however, continue to monitor and review our provision daily and make 

necessary changes if needed. 

 

 

 

 

EXISTING KEY WORKER PROVISION 

For key worker children who have already been attending the hub this half term the provision will resume 

on June 1st as usual at Shireland Technology Primary. This will run from Monday 1st to Thursday 4th June 

and will close completely on Friday 5th June to allow for the necessary deep cleaning.  

 

FINALLY 

We will review the provision at the end of June to see if there are any amendments that we need to make 

for the last weeks of the school year. 

After half term we will be making telephone contact with families who expressed an interest in returning to 

school to answer any further questions and confirm attendance and we can plan accordingly and inform 

you of any other details of our re-opening arrangements for welcoming your child back to school. 

 

Remember we will only open IF the Government targets are met and that it is deemed safe to do 

so by the Trust. 

 

Finally, staff miss you and the children very much and cannot wait until things return to the reality that we 

are more familiar with. In the meantime, wishing you all a very happy and safe half term. 

 

Your sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sir Mark Grundy    Lady Kirsty Grundy           Mitchell Hill 

CEO                   Primary Director                       Principal 

Shireland Collegiate Academy Trust 


